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President   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .   Alyssa Feather, Wilmot
Vice President   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Dustin Kolb, Belle Fourche
Secretary   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Raesa Zelinsky, Brookings
Treasurer   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gretta Larson, Lake Preston
Reporter   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Gabrielle Rebelein, Sioux Valley 
Sentinel    .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Emily Robbins, Elkton

WELCOME
Welcome to the 96th South Dakota State FFA Convention!

Join us, the 2023-2024 State FFA Officer Team, as we
celebrate the accomplishments of South Dakota’s

6,347 FFA members and 111 FFA chapters. Throughout
this busy and exciting year, we have seen South Dakota’s
FFA members excel. These three days will be filled with
achievement, inspiration and a passion for agriculture.

THE FFA MISSION
FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by 
developing their potential for premier leadership, personal 
growth and career success through agriculture education .

THE AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION MISSION
Agriculture education prepares students for successful careers 
and a lifetime of informed choices in global agriculture, food, 

fiber and natural resource systems .

South Dakota FFA Association
2023-2024 State FFA Officers
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Career Development Events (CDE)
FFA members meet at Dacotah Bank Center  

to load busses for event sites

Thursday, April 18th, 2024
Food Science: Team 
Raven.............................................................................. 8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.

(Start times based upon distance to Brookings)

Floriculture: Session 1 
McCrory Gardens (Districts: 1, 2, 3, & 7) ................................. 10:00 a.m. - 12: 00 p.m.

Milk Q&P: Hands-on 
Dairy Science 116 & 122 (Districts: 1, 2, 3, & 7)....................... 10:15 a.m. - 11:55 a.m.

Ag Business Management: Session 1 
Lutheran Student Center, 1404 8th St. (Districts: 1, 2, 3, & 7) ..... 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Milk Q&P: Hands-on 
Dairy Science 116 & 122 (Districts: 4, 5, 6, & 8)......................... 12:00 p.m. - 1:40 p.m.

Poultry Evaluation 
Animal Science Arena ...................................................... 1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Floriculture: Session 2 
McCrory Gardens (Districts: 4, 5, 6, & 8) ...................................... 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Natural Resources 
Union, Volstorff Ballroom ................................................... 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Veterinary Science 
The Barn ......................................................................... 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Ag Business Management: Session 2 
Lutheran Student Center, 1404 8th St. (Districts: 4, 5, 6, & 8) ....... 2:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Horse Judging: Test 
TBD ................................................................................ 2:45 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

Horse Judging: Evaluation 
Animal Science Arena ...................................................... 3:45 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.

Ag Mechanics: Team Problem 
Raven.............................................................................. 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Milk Q&P: Team & Mastitis 
The Barn ......................................................................... 5:00 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Friday, April 19th, 2024
Livestock Evaluation 
Animal Science Arena (On-site lunch from 11:30-12:00) ................... 7:45 a.m. - 2: 00 p.m.

Ag Mechanics: Individual 
Raven............................................................................ 7:45 a.m. - 10:00 a.m.

Dairy Cattle Evaluation 
Dairy Science Unit .......................................................... 8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

Meats: Test 
TBD ................................................................................ 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

Meats: ID & Grading 
Meats Lab, Animal Science Complex ............................ 10:00 a.m. - 12: 00 p.m.

Agronomy 
Student Union ............................................................. 10:00 a.m. - 12: 00 p.m.

Nursery Landscape 
The Barn .................................................................... 10:00 a.m. - 12: 00 p.m.

Range Plant ID: Session 1 
Raven.......................................................................... 11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Food Science: Individual 
Student Union ................................................................ 12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Range Plant ID: Session 2 
Raven.............................................................................. 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Range Plant ID: Session 3 
Raven.............................................................................. 2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
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CONVENTION

Thursday, April 18, 2024
Living to Serve Project 
Dacotah Bank Center, Concourse  ..............................  10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Workshops 
Schedule on Page 14-15  ..........................................  10:00 am - 3:30 pm

State Star Interviews ...................................................SDSU Student Union
Star Farmer Interviews ................. Thursday, 12:30-2:30 pm - Union
Star in Agribusiness Interviews ........  Friday 9:30-11:30 am - Union
Star in Agriscience Interviews .....  Thursday 12:30-2:30 pm - Union
Star in Agricultural Placement Interviews ....Friday 9:30-11:30 am - Union

State FFA Degree Banquet 
Dacotah Bank Center A and B  .....................................................  6:00 pm

Friday, April 19, 2024
Career Carnival 
Dacotah Bank Center, Rooms A & B & Concourse .........  8:30 am - 2:30 pm 

Workshops 
Schedule on Page 14-16  ............................................  9:00 am - 5:00 pm 

SD Farmers Union Farm Safety Quiz Bowl 
Dacotah Bank Center, Mezzanine Board room ...............................  9:00 am 

Lunch Options - concessions at Dacotah Bank Center 

6:30 pm Pre-Session 
7:00 pm First General Session 

Reflections ............2023-2024 State Officers
National Anthem
Opening Ceremonies
SD FFA Foundation Presentation
Retiring Address ...................... Emily Robins
 “Follow Your Path”
FFA Family of the Year
Retiring Address ..................... Gretta Larson
 “Til You Do”
Agriscience Fair Recognition
Keynote Speaker .....................A’ric Jackson
Closing Ceremonies

/SD FFA Foundation
/SD FFA Association @southdakotaffa@sdffaassociation

Please be respectful and turn off all electronic 
devices during all sessions, workshops and CDEs.
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CONVENTION

Past State Officer Reception 
Dacotah Bank Center Mezzanine   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:00 pm

Star Pageant Finalist & Sponsor Meet & Greet 
Dacotah Bank Center Room D   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  5:30 pm

VIP Sponsor Banquet 
Dacotah Bank Center Room A & B   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6:00 pm

Advisor Hospitality Room 
Daktronics Conference Room   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7:00 pm

Friday, April 19, 2024 - continued

2:00 pm Business Session
 Opening Ceremonies
 Roll Call of Delegates
 Previous Meeting Minutes
 Committee Reports
 National Convention Report
 New Business
 Closing Ceremonies

3:30 pm Pre-Session 
4:00 pm Second General Session 

National Anthem 
Opening Ceremonies
Scholarships
National Officer ......................Carter Howell, 

National FFA Southern  
Region Vice President 

State Degrees
Delegate Reports
Closing Ceremonies

GOLDEN OWL 
AWARD DISTRICT 

HONOREES
District 1  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fred Zenk, Webster 

District 2  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Josh Johnson, Brookings 

District 3  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Clayton Sorum, Tea Area 

District 4  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Terry Rieckman, McCook Central 

District 5  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Austin Bishop, Belle Fourche 

District 6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Brady Duxbury, Wessington Springs 

District 7  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tara Fastert, Harrisburg 

District 8  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Renae Gebhart, Lemmon
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CONVENTION

Saturday, April 20, 2024

State FFA Officer and Parent Luncheon
Dacotah Bank Center Room D ........ 30 minutes after the conclusion of the session 

(Invitation Only)

7:30 am  Pre-Session
8:00 am  Fourth and Final General Session 
National Anthem 

Opening Ceremonies
Retiring Address .............Gabrielle Rebelein 

“Choose Courage” 
Service Project Report
National Chapter Awards
Golden Owl Award Recognition
Retiring Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dustin Kolb 

“Drop the Reins”
New Chapter Charters
CDE Results
Ambassador Recognition: Taylor Tennant 
and Tori Dvorak 
2024-2025 Ambassador Announcement
2024-2025 State Officer Election
2023-2024 State Officer Recognition
Closing Ceremonies

6:45 pm  Pre-Session 
7:15 pm  Teach Ag Signing
7:30 pm  Third General Session
 National Anthem 
 Opening Ceremonies

Retiring Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Raesa Zelinsky 
“L .O .V .E .”

District Greenhand Recognition
Star Partner Recognition 
Proficiency Awards Part 1
Introduction of State Officer Candidates
Proficiency Awards Part 2
Retiring Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Alyssa Feather 

“Something More To Give” 
Past State Officer Recognition 
Distinguished Service Awards
Honorary State Degree Ceremony
Star Pageant
• Star in Agriscience 
• Star in Agribusiness
• Star in Agricultural Placement
• Star Farmer
Recognition of All Stars
Closing Ceremonies

Friday, April 19, 2024 - continued
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From Lithia, Florida, Carter 
was not born into an 
agricultural operation, but 
went looking for a place 
to belong and joined FFA. 
He served as the 2021-22 
Florida FFA State Secretary 
and then became a 
Jackrabbit, attending South 
Dakota State University, 
studying agricultural 
business and business 
economics. He serves as 
the National FFA Southern 
Region Vice President, as an 

advocate and a voice for American agriculture and those 
FFA members actively engaged in agriculture, as well as 
for those just finding their place. “FFA is for all,” Carter says, 
“because agriculture is for all!”

For over a decade, people 
have been inspired and 
motivated by the words of 
Mr. A’ric Jackson. His mission 
is to Teach, Inspire, and 
Encourage all those who hear 
him, and to take the challenge 
of helping others pursue 
their goals and dreams. A 
charismatic and genuinely 
heartfelt communicator, A’ric 
truly electrifies an audience.

Watching him speak on 
stage helps you realize why 

he is such a unique and gifted orator. For it takes a genuine 
speaker to present information with shared experience, 
passion to research a topic much deeper, and to share that 
information with the audience using skills that will make it a 
memorable and exciting experience for all.

A’ric has served as a student leadership speaker for 
organizations like FBLA, HOSA, DECA, FCCLA, National 
Association of Secondary School Principals LEAD 
Conferences, and many statewide Student Council 
Conferences.

Carter Howell
National FFA Southern Region 

Vice President

A’ric Jackson

National Officer

Keynote Speaker
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Honorary State FFA Degrees

Distinguished Service

Beth Mayrose-Kenkel
Eric & Rechelle Dissing

Barry Dunn
Ashley Wiesen

Dean Dunkelberger
Tracy Chase

Caroline Hansen
Rob & Christy Zelinsky
Tonya & Robert Feather

DeLyssa Erickson
David Kolb

Crystal & Joey Larson
Tammy & Dennis Rebelein

Zana DeJong

Cindy Heidelberger
Megan Harkless
Jenny Behlings

Danny Haris
Genetie Hendrix

Bailey Coats
Lindsey Kaufmann
Karen Roudabush

Shane Gross
Alysha Kientopf
Reed Johnson

Howard Bonnemann
SDSU Meat Lab

Joe & Nicole Klein

Lon & Mary Moeller
Dan & Susan Robbins

Thanks to our State Convention  
General Sponsors!

Citi 
SoDak Labs

Van Kooten Ag Service 

Wall Meat Processing
Marvin & Corinne Wastell
Wendy Mortenson Agency
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Check us out!
www.sdstate.edu/cafes
Questions? Contact us:

605-688-5133

Grow and learn with us.

WE’RE PROUD OF OUR 
SOUTH DAKOTA FFA LEADERS!

How to Watch the Convention Session   
Livestream at: 

sdaged .org  *  Newscenter1 .tv  *  ConnectCenter1 .tv

On TV: anywhere ConnectCenter1 is found including 
NewsCenter1 or these KAUN TV stations: 
Alliance - 480  *  Beresford Cable - 36 

Interstate Telecom Coop - 9 
James Valley Coop Telephone Co. - 8 

Midstate -169  *  Mitchell Telecom - 18 
RC Technologies Corporation - 159 
Santel Communications Coop - 18 

Brookings Municipal Utilities/Swiftel - 36 
Triotel - 24  *  Valley Telecom - 17 
Venture Comm. Cooperative 162 

Midco - 600  *  BluePeak - 12/412

All Sessions are Central Time 
Thursday, 7:00 - 9:30 pm 

Friday, 7:30 - 9:30 pm 
Saturday, 8:00 am - 11:00 am
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2024 State Degree Recipients
Wolsey-Wessington
Tierney Breen
Mercedez French
Kate Hamilton
Payton Kemnitz
Kelsie Roberts
Grant Timm

Winner
Bailey Rae Fairbanks

Wilmot
Julia Anderson
Paige Johnson 

Willow Lake
Shelby Lynn Anderson
Macy Jo Bochek
Jalen Rose Hohm
Ryder Cavid Juntunen
Jonah Michael Loppnow
Emma Ramona Peterson
James Robert Poppen

West Central
Jazelle Jarding
Jude Jarding
Sydney Neel
Lexi Nichols
Jocelyn Nison
Kelsey Vockrodt 

Wessington Springs
Garett Anson
Raylee Fagerhaug
Troy Fastnacht
Carter Gaikowski
Alyssa Grohs
Hannah Heezen
Abigail Kolousek
Blake Larson
Avery Orth
Carissa Scheel
Caroline Witte

Wall
Quinn Moon

Viborg-Hurley
Jenner Menezes
Gia Miller
Devin Sayler
Paisley Skonhovd
Bailey Weegar

Tri-Valley
Brody Ahlquist
Brady Braaten  
Sam Carlson
Colby Carruthers
Hunter Jay Foster
Tyler Dean Groenewold 
Jayda Hanson 
Ella Leiseth 
Nolan Schmidt
Alexis Lynn Weinacht

Sully Buttes
Lily Paxton
Logan Severson
Cayden Hilger 
Addison Chicoine 

Sturgis
Ben Storm

Mary Vallette
Brenna Whitford 

Sisseton
Hunter Biel
Hunter Hanson
Tosten Myrum
Kyra Nilson
Rachel Richards

Sioux Valley
Jacob Post
Ashlyn Paige Tangen
Shanna Bakken
Ava Vande Weerd

Scotland
Katelyn Jonas
Kade Odens
Katelyn Rempfer
Patience Starwalt
Kalley VItek 

Redfield
Benson Beckler 
Elden Blume
Lilly Blume
Grady Fey
Chase Frericks
Evan Jaton 
Justin Ratigan
Kevin Weller

Rapid City Stevens
Kaiva Coleman 
Ethan Hendrix
Elliot Hendrix

Rapid City Central
Tyle Bento 

Platte-Geddes
Hadley Marie Hanson
Skyler Lee Hanten
Hannah Lee Kirsch
Harper Jean Kirsch
Abbi Jo Larson
Baleigh Mae Nachtigal 
Tristen Phillip Petrik 
Emerson Jean Ringling
Garret Lee Varilek 

Philip
Amya Camp
Dane Daly
Sarah Huston
Colden Kramer 
Josie Menzel 
Kiara Perkins
Asher Peterson 
Tara Schofield
Tyan Schofield
Alex Skow
Leah Staben 

Parkston
Grace Lindeman

Parker
Levi Berens 
Joni Dykstra
Vanessa Dunkelberger
Anna Ebeling 
Andrew Even 
Natalie Haase 

Zach Hofer
Parker Lessman
Shelby Pankratz
Carter Ross
Cash Voegele
Levi Wieman 

Northwestern Area
Courtney Decker
Zachary Fishbach
Richard Larson
Nathan Melius
Tyanne Osterkamp

Newell
Kimberly Johnson 

Montrose
Carter Jandl 
Kellen Kueter 
Kailey Thompson 
Kayla Marie Vander Woude  

Mitchell
Ally Henkel
Marlena Retzlaff 
Kallie Volk 

Miller
Treyton Anson 
Paton Coyle 
Hagen Fritzsche
Teagan Foreman
Maya Howard
Sabrah Morris 
Alex Schmuacher 
Landon Wagner
Tanner Wallman

Milbank
Raul Berrones Pedraza 
Nicholas Fonder
Landon Novy
Brooke Schwagel
Cailey Sime
Avery VanOverbeke
Grace Weston 

McCook Central
Owen Alley
Ryan Blagg
Kaizha Blase
Jase Heumiller 
Isabela Jimenez
Paul Kaffar 
Vivian Koepsell 
Carter Randall
Will Rotert 
Noah Schnee
Derek Schock
Marah Schock
Grace Stoffel
Haden Stoffel 
Abby Wagner

Madison Central
Manuel Joseph Decastro III
Ryker Chris Johnke 
Kathryn Klien

Lennox Sundstrom
Abigayle Eitreim
Callie Hammerstrom
Jensen Hoefert 
Karin Sweeter 
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2024 State Degree Recipients
Lemmon
Dillon Cole
Logan Dreiske
Trevor Ellingson
Emily Faughn 
Casey Fogerty
Shannon Gebhart
Krystal Jordan
Allie Kohn 
Tevyn Lutz 
Kelly Lynch 
Toree Maher
Thadeus Odell
Sawyer Thompson

Lake Preston
Andru Andrews 
Maddison Rieck 

Kimball
Luke Leheska

Iroquois
Nathan Enninga
Rebecca Bich

Huron
Peyton Bischoff
Kayeleigh Bowden 
Chloe Culver
Holden Hegg
Elizabeth Heinen
Tatum Peterson 
Makenzie Siemonsma

Howard
Karsyn Joel Feldhaus
Kolt Lloyd Koepsell
Jaxon Robert Beyer
Zachary Connor
Ashlyn Paige Podhradsky
Rebecca Sue Feldhaus
Taylor Marie Riesch
Faith Genzlinger
Hailey Kizer

Hoven 
Madison Hoerner

Hot Springs
Elizabeth Davis 
Terry Hammel
Erin Osmotherly 
Kyle Sanders
Hanna Sletto

Hitchcock-Tulare
Presley Binger
Harlee Nielson
Brendan Nowell
Weston Wagner 
Kaleb Watson
Jesse Woodward

Harrisburg
Kendrick Droppers
Spencer Enstad
Owen Murphy
Erika Starr

Groton
Cadence Feist
Faith Fliehs
Layne Hanson
Jayla Jones
Hannah Monson 
Logan Ringgenberg

Emma Schinkel
Ashlyn Sperry 
Lexi Osterman 
Ava Wienk 

Gettysburg
Tanner Eide
Alexis Genzler
Garrett Zeigler

Garretson
Hannah Frewaldt
Cash Pullman 

Freeman
Ava Andersen 
Rylie Gossen 
Riley Knittel 
Emily Knodel 
Kaytlin Pankratz 
Blake Stahl

Florence
Madelyn Caulfield

Faulkton
Parker Bode
Leah Grabinski
Olivia Hadrick 
August Kopecky
Carter Schulte
Kelli Stoecker

Ethan
Michael Freeman

Elkton
Kylie Ramlo

Edmunds Central
Grant Fischer

Doland
Jodyn Bawek 
Cameron Noethlich 
Mason Tschetter 

DeSmet
River Hornig
Connor Johnson
Trace D. Van Regenmorter
Edger Wilkinson

Dell Rapids
Audrey Cox 
Luke John Gereats

Colome
Joseph Thomas Laprath

Clark
Aaron Zemlicka 
Brianna Dale
Collin Gaikowski 
Jack Helken
Connor Mudgett
Christian Ramirez 

Chester Area
Makaylyn Borecky 
Fred Robert Fedeler
Lily Fods
Mikayla Iverson 
Madilynn Marie Kenton
Cadence Olivier
Lauren Elizabeth Ann 

Roberts
Brayden James Schut 

Centerville
Denver Anderson 
Addyson Brandsrud
Charleigh Walters

Canton
Chezaray Martinez 
Andrea Miller
Jordan Van De Stroet

Buffalo Christian
Weston VanDerVliet

Brookings
Cassie Fenske 
Aryana Nelson
Andrew Dammen
Joseph Fitzpatrick
Braeden Stadler

Bridgewater-Emery
Alexis Mae Golder
Carter Jay Hofer
Jase Kenneth Einar Kayser 
Cash Daniel Lehrman 
Zachary Craig Tuschen 
Victoria Jalyn VanSickle 
Jade Rebecca Weber 

Bowdle
Brady Beitelspacher
Dakota Jensen
Mackenzie Kaiser

Bon Homme
Braden Beran 
Chapin Cooper
Cheyenne Cox
Greeley Goeden 
Erica Guthmiller
Bryce Hauck
Brock Kotalik
Gracie Pechous 

Beresford
Joseph Anderson 
Cole Boden 
Tessa Henderson 
Halle Livingston 
Ryan Sveeggen 
Cassandra Twedt
Robert Watkins

Belle Fourche
Carter McKenna
Trey Smeenk
Brenna Leitner
Anika Main 
Arianna Richter
Kyha Trainor
Mataya Ward

Arlington
Riley Miler 
Jodessa Wiehr
Malachi Wright

Andes Central
Riata Bultje

Alcester-Hudson
Aidan Cole
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STAR Farmer Finalists 
Sponsored by Farm Credit Services of America

Faith Genzlinger ..................................................................  Howard
Ryan Blagg  .............................................................  McCook Central
Colden Kramer  ......................................................................  Philip
Shelby Pankratz  ...................................................................  Parker

STAR in Ag Placement Finalists 
Sponsored by The Dan Streff Family, Salem

Ryan Blagg ..............................................................  McCook Central
Elliot Hendrix .......................................................  Rapid City Stevens
Hailey Kizer .........................................................................  Howard
Natalie Haase  .......................................................................  Parker

STAR in Agribusiness Finalists 
Sponsored by Farm Credit Services of America

Elden Blume ........................................................................ Redfield
Ryan Blagg ..............................................................  McCook Central
Abigail Kolousek ...............................................  Wessington Springs
Cash Lehrman ....................................................  Bridgewater-Emery

STAR in Agriscience Finalists 
Sponsored by Glacial Lakes Energy, LLC

Abby Wagner ...........................................................  McCook Central
Kelsey Vockrodt ........................................................... West Central
Paul Kaffar ..............................................................  McCook Central
Tyler Groenewold ............................................................... Tri Valley

District Star Greenhands 
Sponsored by Central Farmers Cooperative

Noah Felderman ................................................................ Doland (I)
Lacie Weber ......................................... Oldham, Ramona, Rutland (II)
Riley Pankratz .................................................................. Parker (III)
Cash Martinez ............................................  Bridgewater – Emery (IV)
Atlee Olson ............................................................. Belle Fourche (V)
Max Klein ..................................................... Wessington Springs (VI)
Dawson Dorr ..............................................................  Montrose (VII)
Katelyn Gebhart .........................................................  Lemmon (VIII)

2024 STAR Award Finalists

Attend the 2024 SD FFA
Career Carnival & Workshops
Friday 8:30-2:30 & Thursday & Friday 9-3:30

 Dakota Bank Center
Rooms A, B, C, D & Daktronics Boardroom

Talk to exhibitors to earn prizes .

FFA Members...
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Team Ag Ed STAR Partners
Thank you to our South Dakota Team Ag Ed Star

Partners for seeing the value of South Dakota FFA
and agricultural education!

13

Distinguished Star Partner
($25,000)

 

Twin Cities Region Northland Ford Dealers  

Four Star Partners
($15,000)

Bayer • CHS Foundation
Farmers Mutual of Nebraska • South Dakota Corn Utilization Council

 Three Star Partners 
($10,000) 

Agtegra • Farm Credit Services of America  
Macksteel Farm and Ranch Equipment

Two Star Partners
($6,000)

Butler Machinery Company • BankWest • C & B Equipment 
Corteva-Pioneer • First Dakota National Bank • Dacotah Bank

The First National Bank in Sioux Falls • Prairie Grain Partners • RDO Equipment 

One Star Partners
($3,000)

Army ROTC • BASF • Citi • Christensen Farms • Croplan by Winfield United 
Dakota Grain Connection • East River Electric • Hanson Associates, LLC 

Leisinger Farms • LG Seeds • Midwest Veterinary Services 
Olsen Custom Farms • Riverview, LLP • Titan Machinery 

Wilbur-EllisRiverview, LLP • Titan Machinery

Star Partners provide financial resources for 
South Dakota Team Ag Ed members:

South Dakota FFA Association 
South Dakota FFA Alumni 

South Dakota Association of Agricultural Educators 
Post-Secondary Agricultural Student Groups 

South Dakota FFA Foundation 
Agricultural Education at SDSU 

Adult Farm Business Management
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Leadership Skills: Giving and Receiving Feedback 
Jennifer Henrie, South Dakota Ag and Rural 
Leadership (SDARL) 
Daktronics Board Room ......................... 10am, 11:30am, 1:30pm 
Learn how to help yourself and others grow and improve by giving and 
receiving thoughtful, useful, and timely feedback.

Farming is Risky Business (FRB), a highly engaging 
and interactive learning workshop  
USDA Risk Management 
Room D .......................................... 10:30am, 12:30pm, 2:00pm 
Discover the challenges of managing the various risks faced by farmers 
and ranchers. Through a dynamic simulation exercise, participants 
will make decisions on a simulated farming/ranching operation and 
compete to win prizes and learn valuable risk management skills!

Advance genetics faster with Vytelle! 
Vytelle 
Room C ...................................................... 11am, 1pm, 2:30pm 
Join us to learn about embryo technology and feed efficiency tools 
that drive sustainable beef production across the world! Students will 
also learn about careers available at Vytelle as a precision livestock 
company, including animal science, lab science, genetics, engineering, 
and sales. Vytelle is working to make meat and milk viable for 
generations to come.

Convention Workshops
Thursday, April 18, 2024

Dacotah Bank Center

Living to Serve
FFA Day of Service - Meals of Hope

Sponsored by Corteva Pioneer,
 the National FFA Foundation,

Sioux Falls Walmart,  
Brookings Walmart

Thursday, April 18
10:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Dacotah Bank Center - Concourse
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Convention Workshops
Friday, April 19, 2024

Dacotah Bank Center

First Dakota Wheel of Fortune 
First Dakota National Bank  
Room C ..........................................................9am, 10am, 11am 
Spin to Win prizes and receive a Fortune of good knowledge about 
agricultural finance! Learn about responsible money management and 
how a good bank and lender can help you succeed.

Precision Ag Now & Into the Future 
Agtegra Innovation Center 
Room D .......................................... 10:30am, 11:30am, 1:00pm 
An insight into where Precision Ag started and has progressed over 
the years, also see what the future may look like for growers.  The way 
farming is accomplished will look significantly different in the future.

Balance Sheet 101  
Farm Credit Services of America 
Room C ............................................ 12:30pm, 1:30pm, 2:30pm 
A balance sheet is like a health check-up for your operation. It provides 
a snapshot of your operation’s financial health and is useful for starting 
a conversation about specific goals for the coming year. This workshop 
will cover the purpose and components of a balance sheet, how to 
classify items accurately on a balance sheet, and how to analyze a 
balance sheet to understand financial position.

Planning for Problems 
Carter Howell, National Southern Region VP 
Mezzanine ....................................................  9:00am, 10:30am 
Everyone will encounter problems and challenges in their lives, and 
the difference between overcoming those challenges and getting 
stuck behind them can often come down to planning. Together, we will 
identify how we can overcome problems.

Build the Future - Teach Ag at SD State!  
SDSU Ag-Ed Ambassadors 
Daktronics Board Room .............................................. 1:30pm
Being a teacher is a great career. Come explore through interactive 
activities what it is like to be an Ag teacher. Hear from current SDSU 
students on why they are tagged to Teach Ag.

Advocating For Agriculture With Public Speaking  
Caleb Weiland, past SD FFA Extemp winner 
Room D ............................................................2:30pm, 4:00pm
Learn how to be effective in Extemporaneous and Public Speaking 
Events.
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Workshops at a Glance

2024 SCHOLARSHIP SPONSORS
Scholarships made possible by the following

sponsors through the SD FFA Foundation, Inc:

1991-92 STATE OFFICER TEAM (In Memory of Wade Lang)

605 SIRES+DONORS
ASHLEY & JORDAN WIESEN

BAYER
CHS FOUNDATION

DPI GLOBAL (In Memory of Kendal Thompson)

DEANNA, LOGAN & SYDNEY HOFFMAN (In Memory of Jeff Hoffman)

DOUG & CLARA MARSH
ELLERY, NICHOLAS, KELVIN & CAROL GREY (In Memory of Gary Grey)

ERNIE WINGEN MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT
FARMERS MUTUAL OF NEBRASKA

FRED & JOAN DEROUCHEY FAMILY ENDOWMENT
MARY HANSON MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT

RHONDA WOSJE 
SOUTH DAKOTA CORN UTILIZATION COUNCIL

SOUTH DAKOTA MINES
SOUTH DAKOTA NURSERY & LANDSCAPE ASSOCIATION

SOUTH DAKOTA FFA
TWIN CITIES REGION NORTHLAND FORD DEALERS

THURSDAY 10:00 - 11:00 SDARL

10:30 - 11:30 USDA Risk Management

11:00 - 12:00  Vytelle

11:30 - 12:30  SDARL

12:30 - 1:30  USDA Risk Management

1:00 - 2:00  Vytelle

1:30 - 2:30  SDARL

2:00 - 3:00  USDA Risk Management

2:30 - 3:30  Vytelle

FRIDAY 9:00 - 10:00  First Dakota National Bank

9:00 - 10:00  National Officer-Carter Howell

9:00 - 10:00 Invite Only  A’ric Jackson

10:00 - 11:00  First Dakota National Bank

10:30 - 11:30  Agtegra Innovation Center

10:30 - 11:30  National Officer-Carter Howell

11:00 - 12:00  First Dakota National Bank

11:30 - 12:30  Agtegra Innovation Center

12:30 - 1:30  Farm Credit Services of America

1:00 - 2:00  Agtegra Innovation Center

1:30 - 2:30  Farm Credit Services of America

2:30 - 3:30  Farm Credit Services of America

2:30 - 3:30 Advocating for agriculture with public speaking

4:00 - 5:00 Advocating for agriculture with public speaking
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8:30 am – 2:30 pm
Dacotah Bank Center – Rooms A & B

Fun & Interactive Games!
AGP • Agtegra Cooperative

Avera Health • Black Hills Special Services

Butler Machinery Company 

C & B Operations • Central Farmers Cooperative

CHS Inc • CTE Global • Dacotah Bank

Dairy and Food Science Department at 
South Dakota State University

Department of Labor and Regulation - Career Ready 

Fellowship of Christian Farmers • Grossenburg Implement 

Hefty Seed Company & AcresTV • Kibble Equipment

Lake Area Technical College • LG Seeds

Masaba • Medgene • Mitchell Technical College 

Morningside University Applied Agricultural and Food Studies

NAU Country • Nebraska College of Technical Agriculture

North Dakota State University • Pipestone-Helping Farmers

Raven Industries • RDO Equipment Co .

Renovo Seed • Sanford Health (Aspire K-12)

Sanford PROMISE • Sheridan College

SoDak Labs • South Dakota Beef Industry Council

South Dakota Farmers Union • South Dakota Mines

South Dakota Soil Health Coalition

South Dakota State University College of Agriculture 
Food and Environmental Sciences

Southwest Minnesota State University

Summit Carbon Solutions & Sioux Nation Ag

Teach Ag • Titan Machinery

Touchstone Energy Cooperative • Turning Point UDA

University of Minnesota: College of Food, Agricultural 
and Natural Resource Sciences, Agricultural 

Education, Communication & Marketing

U .S . ARMY • USDA-NRCS • Valley Queen Cheese

Viaflex • Western Dakota Technical College

Career Carnival Exhibits
Friday, April 19, 2024
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Advisor Hospitality  ...........  SDSU College of Education & Human 
Sciences; Dr. Laura Hasselquist & Toby Uecker  

American Degree Memento  ......................  Kent & Faye Frerichs 

In-Kind Snacks  ...................................  SD Beef Industry Council

Day of Service  ...........  Pioneer-Corteva; National FFA Foundation; 
Walmart of Sioux Falls & Brookings

Honorary State Degree Plaques  ........... SD FFA Foundation, Inc.

National Chapter Awards  ...... Reinke Gray Wealth Management;  
Terry Rieckman 

 Growing Leaders  ...........................................  Sandra Nelson

 Building Communities  ...................................  Sandra Nelson

 Strengthening Agriculture  ................... Wyatt & Zana DeJong

New Officer Backpacks  ..................... Geffdog Design & Apparel

New Officer Padfolios  .................................................  Ty Littau

New Officer Softshell Jackets  ................ Black Hills Embroidery

New Officer C.O.D  ...............................   2013-14  State Officers

New Officer FFA Jackets  .....................  2018-19  State Officers

New Officer Ties & Scarves  .................. 2021-22  State Officers

New Officer Training  .... CHS Foundation; 2008-09 State Officers

Past State Officer Reception .......... Jerry Schmitz; Gary Hansen; 
Loren Wieting & 1998-99 State Officers

Retiring State Officer Pins & Plaques  ........  Mark & Susan Geib 

Retiring Officer Scholarship Fund  ............ 1988-89 & 2003-04 
 State Officers

Snapchat Filter  .............................................  Paulsen Marketing

State Degree Banquet .................. Alpha Gamma Rho; BankWest;  
Black Hills Federal Credit Union; Jim Chilson; H&H Ag Solutions; 

Midwest Dairy Association; Plains Commerce Bank; 
Premier Equipment; SD Dept of Agriculture & Natural Resources; 

SD Crop Improvement Association; SD Wheat Commission; 
Visit Brookings; White Vet Service; Zoetis

State Degree Charms and Certificates ....Todd & Barbara Powell; 
Barry & Jenny Jacobson; The Jacobson Group, LLC;  

West Central FFA Alumni; Rechelle & Eric Dissing; 
Dan Streff Family;  Sandy Osterday; CharLee Bachman;  

Kent Buchholz; Noelle & Andrew Swanson; Kevin & Amber Blagg; 
Steven Zemlicka; Myles & Mercedes Snedeker; 

Red River Farm Network; Dacotah Diamond Auctions and Equipment; 
Jeff & Beth Vanderwal; Peterson Livestock; First PREMIER Bank; 

Lance & Shirley Howe family; Wyatt & Zana DeJong;  Dani Herring; 
Stella Nagel; Olson Family; Brad & Trixie Grill; 

Dawnwind Dairy Goats; Wendy Mortenson Agency

Student Ambassador Shirts & Plaques  ............. Chas Fleshner;  
Watertown Area FFA; Western Ag Reporter

State FFA Convention Sponsors
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Animal Science Systems
 Jr. High ..... Dakota Hills Veterinary Clinic; De-Tye Vet Supply; 

Eichacker Simmentals; Salem Veterinary Service
 9/10 Grade .....Fall River Feedyard, LLC; The Franken Family
 11/12 Grade ...Buffalo Ranch Supply; Dakota Hills Veterinary 

Clinic; Fall River Veterinary Clinic; First Dakota National Bank
Food Products and Processing Systems
 Jr. High ............ SD Retailers Association; Brian & Codi Mills;  

Doland FFA
 9/10 Grade ......Doland FFA Alumni; SD Retailers Association
 11/12 Grade ........... Jim Chilson; Grain Millers, Inc; McCook  

Central FFA; Carl & Kari Sanders
NR/Environmental Sciences
 Jr. High ..................................................... Ducks Unlimited
 9/10 Grade ................................  Dry Creek Farm & Ranch;  

Pennington County Conservation District;  
Farm Credit Services of America;  

Macksteel Farm and Ranch Equipment
 11/12 Grade ..................................Pro Ag Engineering, Inc.
Plant Systems 
 Jr. High ........................ Dan & Sheri Kahnke; Next Level Ag;  

SD Corn Utilization Council; Bayer
 9/10 Grade ................Dan & Sheri Kahnke; Central Farmers 

Cooperative; The First National Bank in Sioux Falls
 11/12 Grade ..... SD Soybean Research & Promotion Council
Power, Structural and Technical Systems 
 Jr. High ........................................... Meyerink Farm Service
 9/10 Grade ..............Butler Machinery Company, CTE Global
 11/12 Grade ................ Dacotah Bank; Summit Contracting;  

RDO Equipment; Gullickson Family Livestock
Social Sciences 
 Jr. High ............................................................Chad Wosje
 9/10 Grade ...............................Prairie Grain Partners, LLC;  

SD Biotech Association

 11/12 Grade ..................................................... BankWest;  
Farmers Mutual of Nebraska; Pioneer Corteva

Agriscience Fair Sponsors

2013 - AJ & Mary Vander Wal family
2014 - Craig & Bonnie Dybedahl family

2015 - Tom & Karen Swan family
2016 - Wally & Kathy Knock family
2017 - Kent & Faye Frerichs family

2018 - John Rist family
2019 - Dan & Karen Streff family

2020 - Tonak family
2021- Brad & Kathy Sanderson family
2022 - Jason & Alicia Knutson family

2023 - the late Eugene & Stella Nagel family
2024 - Elizabeth & late John Stiefvater family

SD FFA Family of the Year
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Career Development Event Sponsors
Ag Business Management CDE  ........................  Rufus & Patty DeZeeuw
 Travel Scholarship ..........................................Rufus & Patty DeZeeuw;  

Farm House Fraternity-SDSU; Leisinger Farm; Kyle & Jody Peterson; 
United Animal Health

 iPad (awarded to High Individual)  ...................  Kyle & Jody Peterson
Ag Technology & Mechanical Systems CDE & 
 Cordless Drills for Top Ten Individuals  ...................  CHS Foundation
 Travel Scholarship ................................................... CHS Foundation; 

Grossenburg Implement; Ketlehut Family
 Welders for Top Team & Chapter in Need  ...  The Lincoln Electric Company
Agronomy CDE  ..........................................................................  Simplot  
 Travel Scholarship  ...  Croplan by WinField United; De & Mike Johnson,  

In Memory of Walt Johnson; Hoegemeyer Hybrids; Simplot;  
Steven Zemlicka in Honor of Stan and Carol Gage

Dairy Cattle Evaluation CDE  ...................  SD Div. of Midwest Dairy Assn.  
 Travel Scholarship  ......................  Sharp’s, Inc., Bath; Ashgrove Dairy;  

Richard Lauck Family; Victory Farms of Milbank & Revillo
Floriculture CDE ....................................Dr. David Graper; Gettysburg FFA;  

Wendy Mortenson Agency    
 Travel Scholarship  ..................  Dr. David Graper; Dan & Sheri Kahnke
 Supplies  .......  North American Wholesale Florists; SD Florist Association
Food Science & Technology CDE  ....................  Valley Queen Cheese, Inc
 Travel Scholarship  .............  Dan & Sheri Kahnke; Aurora Cooperative;  

Agropur Inc. - Cheese & Whey Products, Lake Norden, SD & Hull, IA
Horse Evaluation & Selection CDE .....................  K Bar J Leather, Newell
 Travel Scholarship .. K Bar J Leather, Newell; Rodney Yost Horsemanship; 

Wendy Mortenson Agency
Livestock Evaluation CDE  ............................  SD Pork Producers Council  
 Travel Scholarship  ............  Dakotaland Feeds, Huron; Travis Hoffman;  

Kimball Livestock Exchange, LLC; Beef Logic
Meats Evaluation & Technology CDE  .......................... Smithfield Foods  
 Travel Scholarship  ...........  Smithfield Foods, Sioux Falls; Tyson Foods;  

Tri Valley FFA Alumni; The Meathouse
Milk Quality & Products CDE  ....  Agropur Inc. - Cheese & Whey Products, 

Lake Norden, SD & Hull, IA    
 Travel Scholarship  ..............  The Family of Justin Maass, Agropur Inc.  

- Cheese & Whey Products, Lake Norden, SD & Hull, IA; Heidi & Mark Zwinger 
 iPad (awarded to High Individual)  ...................  Kyle & Jody Peterson
Natural Resources CDE .....................................  SD Grasslands Coalition
  Travel Scholarship  .............. SD Grasslands Coalition; Jeff VanderWilt;  

John Lentz
Nursery / Landscape CDE  ..............................................  Midwest STIHL
 Travel Scholarship  .....  SODAK Gardens; Northern Plains Landscaping; 

J Ellen Design & Market; Wendy Mortenson Agency   
 Chainsaw  (awarded to High Individual)  ..................  Midwest STIHL
Poultry Evaluations CDE  ......  South Dakota Poultry Industries Association
  Travel Scholarship  .........  South Dakota Poultry Industries Association;  

Salem Veterinary Service; Dakota Layers, LLP
  Supplies  ........................  Dakota Layers, LLP; Salem Veterinary Service
Veterinary Science CDE  ........ Susan A. Stoterau, DVM & Alice Harty, DVM  
 Travel Scholarship  .......................  SD Veterinary Medical Association; 

Susan A. Stoterau, DVM; & Alice Harty, DVM; Salem Veterinary Service       
CDE Supplies  ...... Roxanne & Eric Knock; Duane & Ann Wulf; Tyson Foods; 

Clark Hanson; Bruce & Kim Paterson; Tri-Valley FFA Alumni
CDE Results Bags  ...................................................... Sanford PROMISE



21

E = Entrepreneurship P = Placement Blue = Finalists

Proficiency Award Sponsors

Agricultural Communications – E/P
Sponsor: Tri-State Neighbor
Hayden Hofer ............................................................ Bridgewater-Emery
Quinton Berg ............................................................. Bridgewater-Emery
Avery Zeisler ...................................................................Gregory County

Agricultural Education 
Sponsor: Dr. Lon and Mary Moeller
Lacie Weber .....................................................Oldham-Ramona-Rutland
Brea Janes ............................................................................... Tri-Valley
Gracie Pedersen ....................................................................... Tri-Valley

Agricultural Mechanics Design & Fabrication – E/P
Sponsor: Cammack Ranch Supply, Inc. 
Holden Wollmann ...................................................... Bridgewater-Emery 
Mason Jacobson ........................................................................ Howard
Nolan Schmidt ......................................................................... Tri-Valley

Agricultural Mechanics Repair and Maintenance – E
Sponsors: Grossenburg Implement; Sitework Specialists
Landon Roling ................................................................ McCook Central 

Agricultural Mechanics Repair and Maintenance – P
Sponsors: Titan Machinery; C & B Equipment
Owen Murphy ......................................................................... Harrisburg
Brady Braaten .......................................................................... Tri-Valley
Reece C Gerlach ..................................................................West Central

Agricultural Processing – E/P
Sponsors: SD Soybean Processors LLC; Candidus and Londa Nwadike
Dylan Wollman .......................................................... Bridgewater-Emery
Lodin Albert................................................................................ Howard
Abbie Chase ................................................................... McCook Central

Agricultural Sales – E
Sponsor: Legend Seeds, Inc.
Tessa Henderson ..................................................................... Beresford
Joseph Laprath .......................................................................... Colome
Ava Sieverding ............................................................... McCook Central

Agricultural Sales – P
Sponsors: Ranchers Feed & Seed; M & M Cattle Services; SD Aviation Association
Cassie Fenske .........................................................................Brookings
Isabela Jimenez ............................................................. McCook Central
Tayah McGregor ............................................................. McCook Central

Agricultural Services – E/P
Sponsors: Loehr Horse Care LLC; On Target Agency
Josie Johnson ............................................................... Buffalo Christian
Kyle Sanders ........................................................................ Hot Springs
Garett Anson ............................................................ Wessington Springs

Agriscience Research – Animal Systems 
Sponsor: CHS Foundation
Colton Stiefvater ............................................................ McCook Central
Joseph Grady ................................................................. McCook Central 
Kelsey R Vockrodt ...............................................................West Central
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Proficiency Award Sponsors
E = Entrepreneurship P = Placement Blue = Finalists

Agriscience Research – Integrated Systems 
Sponsors: Terry Jaspers; Valley Queen Cheese
Mason Pulse................................................................... McCook Central
Paul Kaffar ..................................................................... McCook Central
Espn Althoff ............................................................................. Tri-Valley

Agriscience Research – Plant Systems 
Sponsor: SoDak Labs, Inc. 
Tanner Eide ............................................................................Gettysburg
Abby Wagner .................................................................. McCook Central

Beef Production – E
Sponsors: Vedvei Charolais; Renovo Seed; Stewart Charolais;  
SD Shorthorn Association
Cash Lehrman ........................................................... Bridgewater-Emery
Shelby Pankratz ...........................................................................Parker
Ireland McAreavey ................................................................... Tri-Valley

Beef Production – P
Sponsors: South Dakota Cattlemen’s Association; Blair Brothers
Kadyn Glanzer ........................................................... Bridgewater-Emery
Lucas Feldhaus .......................................................................... Howard
Karlie Stiefvater ............................................................. McCook Central

Dairy Production – E
Sponsor: Associated Milk Producers, Inc. 
Skyler Plucker ............................................................ Lennox Sundstrom
Natalie Haase ...............................................................................Parker
Jacob Post ........................................................................... Sioux Valley

Dairy Production – P
Sponsor: Associated Milk Producers, Inc. 
Kellen Kueter ............................................................................Montrose
Brody Ahlquist ......................................................................... Tri-Valley
Aidan J Healy ......................................................................West Central

Diversified Agricultural Production – E/P
Sponsors: Kevin & Amber Blagg; Liz & Blane Osterday; Sioux Nation Ag
Cash Lehrman, .......................................................... Bridgewater-Emery
Tanner Eide ............................................................................Gettysburg
Landon Roling ................................................................ McCook Central

Diversified Crop Production – E 
Sponsor: Agtera Cooperative
Elden Blume ...............................................................................Redfield
Garett Anson ............................................................ Wessington Springs

Diversified Crop Production – P 
Sponsor: South Dakota Seed Trade Association 
Corbin Glanzer .......................................................... Bridgewater-Emery
Karlie Stiefvater ............................................................. McCook Central
Ridge Roduner ......................................................... Wessington Springs

Diversified Horticulture – E/P
Sponsor: South Dakota Soil Health Coalition
Kaylee Klinkhammer ..................................................... McCook Central
LaMiya Baker .....................................................................Viborg-Hurley
Jude Jarding .......................................................................West Central
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E = Entrepreneurship P = Placement Blue = Finalists

Proficiency Award Sponsors

Diversified Livestock Production – E/P
Sponsor: McFleeg Inc. 
Cassandra Twedt .................................................................... Beresford
Melanie Calmus ......................................................................... Howard
Marah Schock ................................................................ McCook Central

Environmental Science & Natural Resources Management – E/P
Sponsors: SD Association of Conservation Districts; Site Work Specialists 
Owen Alley ..................................................................... McCook Central

Equine Science – E
Sponsor: Amani Reiners - Tim Anderson & Kim Niven, Milbank
Taten Twedt ............................................................................. Beresford
Josie Nold ...............................................................................Brookings
Dylan McGregor ............................................................. McCook Central

Equine Science – P
Sponsors: Scott Cammack; Dawn Nagel; Susan Stoterau; Webster FFA; 
Roger DeRouchey
Shayda Ness ...............................................................................Kimball
Delaney Zoss ..............................................................................Mitchell
Allison L Brost .....................................................................West Central

Fiber and/or Oil Crop Production – E/P
Sponsor: South Dakota Soybean Research & Promotion Council
Jason Zeeb ................................................................ Bridgewater-Emery
Derek Schock ................................................................. McCook Central
Karlie Stiefvater ............................................................. McCook Central

Forage Production – E/P
Sponsor: Kuecker Seed Farm, Inc, Webster
Brode Dennis ................................................................. McCook Central
Tanner Wallman ............................................................................ Miller
Lexi Nichols .........................................................................West Central

Fruit Production
Sponsor: Minntex Citrus
Isabella Smithback ................................................................ Harrisburg
Rowen Kizer ............................................................................... Howard
Luke Larson ............................................................. Wessington Springs

Goat Production – E/P 
Sponsor: Hamilton Farms, Hitchcock, SD
Vanessa Dunkelberger ................................................................Parker
Abigail Kolousek ...................................................... Wessington Springs
Kelsey R Vockrodt ...............................................................West Central

Grain Production – E/P 
Sponsors: Dakota Mill & Grain Inc; SD Wheat Commission
Jason Zeeb ................................................................ Bridgewater-Emery
Karlie Stiefvater ............................................................. McCook Central
Ridge Roduner ......................................................... Wessington Springs

Home & Community Development – E/P
Sponsor: Harrisburg FFA
Noah Schnee .................................................................. McCook Central
Vivian Koepsell .............................................................. McCook Central
Lily Nelsen ..........................................................................Viborg-Hurley
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E = Entrepreneurship P = Placement Blue = Finalists

Proficiency Award Sponsors

Landscape Management – E/P 
Sponsor: FarmHouse Fraternity, SDSU
Hannah Frewaldt .................................................................... Garretson
Avery Alley ..................................................................... McCook Central
Hunter Foster ........................................................................... Tri-Valley

Nursery Operations – E/P
Sponsors: Twin Cities Region Northland Ford Dealers
Quinn Culhane ........................................................... Bridgewater-Emery
Madi Burma ............................................................................... Iroquois
Emily Walz .................................................................................Parkston

Outdoor Recreation – E/P 
Sponsors: Jack’s Campers of Mitchell; Central Dakota Guide Service; South 
Dakota Walleye Charters
Connor May .............................................................................Brookings
Kaizha Blase .................................................................. McCook Central
Lacie Weber .....................................................Oldham-Ramona-Rutland

Poultry Production – E/P 
Sponsors: Josh Johnson; South Dakota Poultry Industries Association
Preston Singrey ....................................................................... Arlington
Mikayla Iverson ......................................................................... Chester
Elden Blume ...............................................................................Redfield

Service Learning – E/P 
Sponsors: Dr. Laura Hasselquist & Toby Uecker
Alexis Golder ............................................................. Bridgewater-Emery
Abbie Chase ................................................................... McCook Central

Sheep Production – E/P
Sponsors: Newell Ram Sale; Rufus & Patty DeZeeuw
Cassandra Twedt .................................................................... Beresford
Emily Robbins ...............................................................................Elkton
Carissa Scheel ......................................................... Wessington Springs

Small Animal Production & Care – E/P
Sponsors: Salem Veterinary Service; South Dakota Veterinary Medical 
Association; Bob and Sandy Rennolet
Katrina Thon ............................................................. Bridgewater-Emery
Maddison Rieck ................................................................. Lake Preston
Bridget Benest ...................................................................Viborg-Hurley

Specialty Animal Production – E/P
Sponsor: Wendy Mortenson Agency
Allie Westra ............................................................................. Beresford
Hanna Sletto......................................................................... Hot Springs
Abbie Chase ................................................................... McCook Central

Specialty Crop Production – E/P 
Sponsors: Howe Seeds, Inc of McLaughlin; Hansmeier & Son, Inc of Bristol
Hagen Fritzsche ............................................................................ Miller

Swine Production – E
Sponsor: South Dakota Pork Producers Council
Dawson Plagmann .................................................... Bridgewater-Emery
Lacie Weber .....................................................Oldham-Ramona-Rutland
Carter Ross ..................................................................................Parker
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All proceeds in excess of convention costs go to fulfill
the mission of South Dakota FFA and its programs.

Proficiency Award Sponsors

Proud to support the South Dakota FFA! 

Agriculture Works Here.® 
  fcsamerica.com/ybs

WE WORK FOR  
THE FUTURE   
OF AGRICULTURE AND 
THOSE WHO WANT TO 
BE A PART OF IT.

E = Entrepreneurship P = Placement Blue = Finalists

Swine Production – P
Sponsors: GroMaster Inc; Kevin and Sandy Ortberg; Wally & Kathy Knock; 
United Animal Health Inc.
Elena Andrews ........................................................................ Beresford
Haden Stoffel ................................................................. McCook Central
Landon Roling ................................................................ McCook Central

Turf Grass Management – E/P 
Sponsor: Renovo Seed
Tate Miller .................................................................................. Howard
Karlee Klinkhammer ...................................................... McCook Central
Samara Wolf................................................................... McCook Central
 
Vegetable Production – E/P
Sponsor: Clark and Lyla Hanson, in Memory of Bill and Stella Hanson
Bobbi Eide ..............................................................................Gettysburg
Callie Kaufmann ............................................................ McCook Central
Karlie Stiefvater ............................................................. McCook Central

Veterinary Science – E/P 
Sponsor: Salem Veterinary Service
Colton Stiefvater ............................................................ McCook Central
Sabrah Morris ............................................................................... Miller
Kelsey R Vockrodt ...............................................................West Central

Wildlife Production & Management – E/P 
Sponsor: Craig & Maure Weinkauf
Hailey Kizer ................................................................................ Howard
Joseph Grady ................................................................. McCook Central
Blake Larson ............................................................ Wessington Springs
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Brandon Valley 
Kayla Jacobson

Bridgewater-Emery
Rylee Schultz

Doland 
Natasha Allerdings

Dirby Bawek

Groton 
Kansas Kroll

Harrisburg 
Avery Alvarado
Brenen Blakney
Richard Dirks

Luke Hohwieler 
Konnor Lewellen

Kyler Slama
Danesa Willson

Rylee Yoshin

Hitchock-Tulare 
Caden Bottum
Kyle Hamilton

McCook Central  
Grace DiGiovanni

Kyle Schoon
Megan Stiefvater
Hadley Stiefvater
Madison Stroud

Milbank  
Korbin Leddy

Miller 
Alana Howard

Mitchell 
Emily Maltsberger
Madisyn Sheesley

Northwestern Area 
Megan Nash
Sawyer Styles

Rapid City Stevens
Ella Monroe

Rapid City Central 
Paige Lehrkamp

Sanborn Central/ 
Woonsocket
Megan Linke

Sturgis 
Matea Gordon

Webster 
Brianna Duerre

West Central 
Kody Geohring
Grace Harden
Josslin Jarding
Emma Kuhlman
Jack Linneman
Keighlor Nolz
Bennet Sebert

McKenna Sichmeller

Willow Lake 
Grace Peterson
Trinity Peterson

2023 South Dakota
American FFA Degree Recipients

All sponsorships are 
special projects of the 

South Dakota 
FFA Foundation, Inc.
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2023-2024 District Officers

District 1
President ................................................................................ Kate Meyer, Sisseton 
Vice President ........................................................................Karter Moody, Groton 
Secretary ......................................................................... Sidney Johnson, Sisseton
Treasurer ........................................................................... Dylan Harmon, Langford
Reporter ...........................................................................Turner Thompson, Groton 
Sentinel ................................................................................Megan Wiese, Milbank 
Student Advisor ........................................................................Mya Heinje, Wilmot

District 2 
President .............................................................................Connor May, Brookings
Vice President ................................................................... Macailyn Pillar, De Smet
Secretary ............................................................................... Josie Nold, Brookings 
Treasurer ......................................................................... Preston Singrey, Arlington 
Reporter .......................................................................... Briella Wettlaufer, Howard
Sentinel .............................................................................Thomas Connor, Howard
Student Advisor ............................................Lacie Weber, Oldham Romana Rutland 

District 3
President ............................................................................... Claire Hofer, Freeman  
Vice President ................................................................. Elena Andrews, Beresford 
Secretary ..............................................................................Carley Crist, Beresford 
Treasurer .............................................................Skyler Plucker, Lennox Sundstrom 
Reporter .................................................................................Sage Voegele, Parker 
Sentinel ................................................................Tyler Strasser, Lennox Sundstrom 
Student Advisor ...........................................................LaMiya Baker, Viborg-Hurley 

District 4
President ...................................................................... Ashlyn Roudabush, Mitchell 
Vice President ...................................................... Katrina Thon, Bridgewater-Emery
Secretary ......................................................................Mallory Gant, Platte-Geddes
Treasurer ..............................................................................Delaney Zoss, Mitchell 
Reporter .....................................................................Avery Zeisler, Gregory County 
Sentinel ................................................................ Addison Ecklein, McCook Central 
Student Advisor ........................................................ Aubree Miller, Gregory County 

District 5 
President ............................................................................. Zetta Kuhl, Hot Springs
Vice President ...............................................................................Lucy Moon, Wall 
Secretary ...............................................................Alexa Roland Rapid City, Stevens
Treasurer ......................................................................... Atlee Olson, Belle Fouche
Reporter .............................................................. Daphne White, Rapid City Stevens 
Sentinel ....................................................................................Kimber Hulm, Bison 
Student Advisor ........................................................ Cheyenne Hendrickson, Bison

District 6
President ........................................................................... Reese Hadrick, Faulkton 
Vice President ..................................................................Brooklyn Rische, Redfield
Secretary ................................................................................ Collin Dean, Redfield 
Treasurer ..................................................................Max Klein, Wessington Springs
Reporter ............................................................Modesty Heath, Wolsey Wessington 
Sentinel ..........................................................Mercedes Jones, Wessington Springs
Student Advisor ............................................... Adriana Ratigan, Northwestern Area 

District 7
President .................................................................. Makarie Wiebersick, Montrose 
Vice President ............................................................. Andrew Johnson, Harrisburg
Secretary ........................................................................... Corral Benson, Tri-Valley
Treasurer .................................................................... Eleahna Van Dyke, Flandreau 
Reporter ...................................................................... Ireland McAreavey, Tri-Valley
Sentinel ................................................................................ Espn Althoff, Tri-Valley
Student Advisor ............................................................Isabelle Carlson, Harrisburg

District 8
President ..........................................................................Gage Anderson, Lemmon 
Vice President ..................................................................... Ashley Schriever, Philip 
Secretary ............................................................................Evelyn Ernst, Selby Area
Treasurer .......................................................................Samuel Weishaar, Lemmon 
Reporter ..................................................................... Cheyenne Fuller, Sully Buttes
Sentinel .............................................................................. TyAnn Mortenson, Faith 
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SD FFA Foundation

DISTRICT 1 
Steven Zemlicka Agtegra 

AnnaMarie Sachs Langford  H.S.

DISTRICT 2 
Jon Verhelst Corteva 

Dan Tonak Willow Lake H.S.

DISTRICT 3 
Shad & Rebecca Christman Ballard 

Spahr LLP & Homemaker 
Jessica Knutson Centerville H.S.

DISTRICT 4 
Kevin Blagg First Dakota National Bank 

Susan Roudabush Ethan H.S.

DISTRICT 5 
CharLee Bachman 

Butte/Meade Water District 
Christi Ryen Bison  H.S.

DISTRICT 6 
Matt Liesinger Farmer 

Noelle Swanson Northwestern Area

DISTRICT 7 
Jason Long First Bank & Trust 

Alysha Kientopf Garretson H.S.

DISTRICT 8 
Kent Buchholz Kennedy Implement 

Reed Johnson Philip  H.S.

Proud Supporter of FFA

Mercedes Snedeker, SD FFA Advisor, Office of Career & Technical Education
Tessa Erdmann, Past State Officer
Megan Sanders, Past State Officer
Gerri Ann Eide, Executive Director

Gretchen Sharp, Executive Assistant

OFFICERS
Sandy Osterday, President  ...............................................................  McFleeg Inc.
Shad Christman, Vice President  ................................................ Ballard Spahr LLP
Wyatt DeJong, Secretary  ........................................................  SD FFA Association
Jason Long, Treasurer  ...............................................................  First Bank & Trust
Reed Johnson, Trustee Committee Chair  .............................................  Philip H.S.
Steven Zemlicka, Sponsoring Committee Chair  ...................................... Agtegra

THANK YOUTHANK YOU
SD FFA thanks South Dakota State University 

faculty and students from the CAFES Clubs 
for their time and assistance in making Career 

Development Events possible!
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IS  OWNING A SUCCESSFUL
AG OPERATION IN YOUR

800.843.1552     WWW.BANKEASY.COM     MEMBER FDIC

BIG
P I C T U R E ?

State President

State Vice President

State Secretary

State Treasurer

State Reporter

State Sentinel

State Ambassador

State Ambassador

State Officer Candidate 1

State Officer Candidate 2

State Officer Candidate 3

SD FFA Star Partner

Convention Award Sponsor

SD FFA Foundation board member

Workshop Presenter

Signatures
Say hi to these SD FFA leaders and grab their signatures!



Aberdeen Central

Alcester-Hudson

Andes Central

Arlington

Baltic

Belle Fourche

Beresford

Bison

Bon Homme

Bowdle

Brandon Valley

Bridgewater-Emery

Brookings

Buffalo Christian

Canton

Centerville

Chamberlain

Chester Area

Cheyenne-Eagle Butte

Clark

Colman-Egan

Colome

Custer

Dell Rapids

DeSmet

Deubrook

Deuel

Doland

Dupree

Edgemont

Edmunds Central

Elkton

Estelline

Ethan

Faith

Faulkton

Flandreau

Florence

Freeman

Garretson

Gettysburg

Gregory County

Groton

Hamlin

Harding County

Harrisburg

Henry

Herreid

Highmore

Hitchcock-Tulare

Hot Springs

Hoven

Howard

Huron

Iroquois

Signatures
Find an FFA member from every chapter in  

South Dakota and grab their signature!



Jones County

Kadoka

Kimball

Lake Preston

Langford

Lead-Deadwood

Lemmon

Lennox Sundstrom

Leola

Lyman

Madison Central

Marion

McCook Central

McIntosh

Menno

Milbank

Miller

Mitchell

Montrose

New Underwood

Newell

Northwestern Area

ORR (Oldham-Ramona-Rutland)

Parker

Parkston

Philip

Pierre

Platte-Geddes

Rapid City Central

Rapid City Stevens

Redfield 

Sanborn Central/Woonsocket

Scotland

Selby Area

Sioux Falls CTE Academy

Sioux Valley

Sisseton

Stanley County

Sturgis

Sully Buttes

Sunshine Bible Academy

Tea Area

Timber Lake

Tri-Valley

Viborg-Hurley

Wagner

Wall

Watertown Area 

Waubay

Webster

Wessington Springs

West Central

Willow Lake

Wilmot

Winner

Wolsey-Wessington

Yankton
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STATE OFFICER ANNIVERSARIES
10 YEARS AGO - 2013 - 2014 
President: Makayla Heisler, Newell; Vice President: Breanna Bullington, 
Brookings; Secretary:Cheyenne Leonhardt, Groton; Treasurer: David 
Strain, Sturgis; Reporter: Carrietta Schalesky, Bison; Sentinel: Shala 
Larson, Webster

20 YEARS AGO - 2003 - 2004
Treasurer: Jesse Larson, 
DeSmet; Reporter: Chelsea 
Budde, Harrisburg; Secretary: 
Crystal Nielson, Woonsocket; 
Vice President: Arne Harstad, 
Milbank; Sentinel: Shane 
Deranleau, Newell; President: 
Jessie Geib, DeSmet

40 YEARS AGO - 1983 - 1984 
President: Chuck Luze, 
Elkton; Vice President: 
Jeannette; Ruhlman, Redfield; 
Secretary: Nancy Olson, 
Garretson; Treasurer: Charles 
Davis, Elkton; Reporter: Sue 
Wika, Roslyn; Sentinel: Tim 
Harwood, Sturgis

50 YEARS AGO - 1973 - 1974 
Secretary: Terry Jaspers, 
Webster; Reporter: Meredith 
Van Sambeek, Milbank; 
President: Scott Thompson, 
Doland; Treasurer: 
Roger Lee, DeSmet;   Vice 
President: Tane Williams, 
Pierre;  Sentinel: Rocky Blare, Winner

60 YEARS AGO - 1963 - 1964 
President: Myron Sonne, Letcher 
; Vice President: Terry McCarl, 
Miller; Secretary: Dennis Gall, 
Scotland; Treasurer: Gary 
Pribyl, Wolsey; Reporter: LeRoy 
Johnke, Centerville; Sentinel: 
Gerald Kettering, Brentford

30 YEARS AGO - 1993 - 1994
Sentinel: Scott Cammack, 
Sturgis; Vice President: Joel 
DeRouchey, Chamberlain; 
Secretary: Jason Knutson,  
Centerville; President: 
Jennifer Rumpza, Lake Area 
Multi-District; Treasurer: 
Chad Wosje,  Sioux Valley; Reporter: Stacie Aymar, Miller;  
Exec Sec.: Bob Bell


