
I BELIEVE IN THE 
SOUTH DAKOTA FFA!

There are several ways to leave a legacy for the future and help FFA 
grow. You can ensure that the future is bright for young leaders 
in agricultural education with a planned gift. Many of these have 
wonderful benefits for the gift donors. Consider leaving a Legacy Gift 
through the SD FFA Foundation. Legacy gift options include:

Endowment
Contribute a minimum of $10,000 over 5 years or less. The 
principle is invested and annual earnings are used to support the 
program of your choice.

Bequest
Indicate in your will that you’d like to leave part of your estate to 
the SD FFA Foundation. Gifts through your will can be a particular 
item, dollar amount or percentage of your estate.

Beneficiary Designation
Indicate that the SD FFA Foundation is a beneficiary of your life 
insurance policy, bank account, IRA or non-qualified annuity. 

IRA
If your IRA has increased in value over the years or if you are 
obligated to take a Required Minimum Distribution, then an IRA 
charitable contribution gift is a simple and easy way to donate 
while not increasing your taxable income.

Assets 
We can accept a variety of assets, including stocks, bonds, mutual 
funds, real estate, crops and livestock.

When considering whether or not a planned gift is appropriate 
for you, ask yourself a few simple questions: “What do I want to 
give?” “How should I give?” “When should I give?” and “Where 
will my gift make the most impact?” To visit about options for 
Leaving Your Legacy, contact the SD FFA Foundation and consult 
with your tax advisor.

Gerri@sdffafoundation.org • 605.765.4865

2021-22 Contributors to the SD FFA Foundation
Fiscal Year: July 1, 2021 - June 30, 2022

Diamond Sponsors ($50k +)
Farm Credit Services of America
Fred & Joan DeRouchey

Platinum Sponsors ($k to $49,999)
Agtegra Cooperative
CHS Foundation
Twin Cities Region Northland Ford Dealers

Sapphire Sponsors ($10k to $19,999)
Bayer
Farmers Mutual of Nebraska
Kendal & Janice Thompson
Pioneer/Corteva
SD Farm Bureau
TC Energy Foundation

Gold Sponsors ($5k to $9,999)
ADM Grain Harrold, Miller, Tulare
Ag Processing Inc.
BankWest
Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Butler Machinery Company
Dacotah Bank
Dana Dykhouse
East River Electric Cooperative
SD Ethanol Producers Association, Inc.
SD Farmers Union
The First National Bank in Sioux Falls

Ruby Sponsors ($2,500 to $4,999)
BASF
C & B Operations
Christensen Farms & Feedlots
Citibank (South Dakota) N.A. & Citibank-McKnight
CROPLAN by WinField United
Dakotaland Feeds, LLC
Dan & Sheri Kahnke
First Bank & Trust
Green Thumb Commodities, Inc.
Hanson & Associates LLC
LG Seeds
Lon & Mary Moeller
Michael Leheska
Midwest Veterinary Service
Olsen Custom Farms
OMD/U.S. Army
RDO Equipment Company
Riverview LLP
Rushmore Electric Power Co-op
SD Agricultural Foundation
SD Corn Utilization Council
SD Dept. of Agriculture & Natural Resources
SD Soybean R & P Council
SDSU CAFES
South Dakota Rural Electric Assoc.
Terry Jaspers
Titan Machinery
Visit Brookings
Zoetis

Pearl Sponsors ($1,000 to $2,499)
Anipro Xtraformance Nutrition
Associated Milk Producers, Inc.
Central Farmers Cooperative
Chad & Rhonda Wosje
Chris & Penny Nelson
Chuck & Kerry Christman
CTE Global, Inc.
Darrin Erdmann
Daryl Molskness
De Smet Farm Mutual Insurance
Doug & Clara Marsh
DPI Global
Ellery & Sharon Grey
Farmers Implement & Irrigation/Kubota
FarmHouse Fraternity - SDSU
First Dakota National Bank
Fishback Financial Corporation
Hefty Seed Company
Hoegemeyer Hybrids
Hurley & Associates
Jonathan & Jeanette Linke
Larry Nielson
Logan Hoffman
Lyle Anderson
Marvin Wastell
Randy & Julie Jones
Randy Buller

Rural Philanthropy Institute
Salem Veterinary Service
Sandra Nelson
SD Association of Cooperatives
SD Coop Managers Assn.
SD Div. of the Midwest Dairy Assn.
SD Nursery & Landscape Assn.
SD Retailers Association
SD Soil Health Coalition
SD Wheat Commission
Sioux Valley Energy
SoDak Labs, Inc.
Stella Nagel
The GoodCoin Foundation
Tyson Foods
USDA - NRCS
Walt Bones
Wendy Mortenson Agency
West River Electric Association

Silver Sponsors ($500 to $999)
Agropur
Agtegra Innovation Center
Alpha Gamma Rho
Ascension Lutheran Church
Ashley & Jordan Wiesen
BioZyme
Black Hills Forest Resource Association
Brice & Brenda Franken
Canton High School
Central Electric Cooperative
Clark & Lyla Hanson
Cob Creek Cattle
Craig & Bonnie Dybedahl
Cristian  Pesantes
Dakota Hills Veterinary Clinic
Dakota Mill & Grain Inc.
Darling Ingredients
David Freemore
De Johnson
Donna Acheson
Dr. Alice Harty
Ducks Unlimited
Eichacker Simmentals
Fall River Feedyard, LLC
Farm Progress & Dakota Farmer
Gary Bachman
Gary L. Hansen
George Allen
Glacial Lakes Energy, LLC
Grain Millers, Inc.
Grossenburg Implement, Inc.
Jeremy & Laura Nettifee
Jim Chilson
Jon & Emily Minor
Kent Nutrition Group
Kibble Equipment
Kristal Volquardsen
Latham Hi-Tech Seeds
Lauren Stuck
Lazy J Bar Ranch
Legend Seeds, Inc.
Leisinger Farms
Ludens Inc.
McCook Central FFA
Meals of Hope
Meyerink Farm Service
Millborn Seeds
MinnTex
Mustang Seeds
Myron Sonne
New Generation Supplements
Newell Ram Sale
Next Level Ag, LLC
Nicholas Grey
Nordstrom's Automotive, Inc.
Plains Commerce Bank
Plains Towing & Recovery LLC
Potter County Farm Bureau
Premier Equipment
ProAg Engineering, Inc.
R & R Pheasant Hunting
Ravellette Publications, Inc.
Ray Dykeman
Reinke-Gray Wealth Management
Rufus & Patty DeZeeuw
Rutland FFA
Ryan & Kristi Cammack
SD Aviation Association

SD Biotech Association
SD Cattlemen's Foundation
SD Crop Improvement Association
SD Dept. of Agriculture & Natural Resources
SD Farm Bureau Young Farmers & Ranchers
SD Grasslands Coalition
SD Pork Producers Council
SD Poultry Industries Association
SD Seed Trade Association
SD Veterinary Medical Association
SDARL
Sioux Falls Ford
Site Work Specialists
Smithfield Foods
Stangl Shorthorns
TexKota Panel
The Cattle Business Weekly
The Dan Streff Family
Tri Valley FFA Alumni
United Animal Health Inc.
Valley Queen Cheese
Van Kooten Ag Service
Whetstone Commodities
White Veterinary Service

Bronze Sponsors ($250 to $499)
Alan & Marlys Fenner
Amani Reiners
anonymous
Aurora Cooperative
Avera Health
Beef Bucks, Inc
Big Idea
Black Hills Special Services Cooperative
Bon Homme FFA
Brandi  Furne
Brian Gottlob
Cammack Ranch Supply, Inc.
Carl & Kari Sanders
Cattle Feeders Council
CHS Foundation
CHS River Plains Cooperative
Clay & Angie Edwards
Craig & Maure Weinkauf
Custom Genetic Solutions
Dacotah Diamond Auctions
Dakota Farm Talk
Dan & Susan Robbins
David Graper
Dr. James & Judith Johnson
Dwight & Patty Zemlicka
Eileen Peterson
Eric & Roxanne Knock
Eugene & Julie Streff
First State Bank of Roscoe
Gettysburg FFA
Gretchen  Sharp
Gullickson Family Livestock
Hamilton Farms
Harrisburg FFA
Interstate Telecom. Coop, Inc.
Irma LaFaive
Jerry Nolz
K Bar J Leather, Co
Kari Rogers
Kelvin & Carol Grey
Kevin Albrecht
Kimball Livestock Exchange
Kuecker Seed Farm, Inc.
Lake Area Technical Institute
Lance & Shirley Howe
Laramie County Community College
Laura Hasselquist & Toby Uecker
Laurie Johnson
Leon & Genevieve Minor
Leonard Sigdestad, D.V.M.
LeRoy & Cathie Draine
Loren Helmer
Loren Wieting
Mark Christensen
Mark Gross
Mark Gross
Mary Odland
Masaba, Inc.
McFleeg Inc.
Mitchell Technical Institute
Nancy & Matt Krull
Nathan & Tiffany Sanderson
Paul Fixen

Pennington County Conservation District
Peterson's L7 Bar Limousin
Philip High School
Ranchers Feed & Supply Inc.
Raven Industries
Rocky Blare
Rod & Wendy Peterson
Ronald A. Johnson
Roy & Sara Gjerde
Sanford Health
SD Agri-Business Association
SD Assn. of Conservation Districts
SD Bankers Association
SD Beef Industry Council
SD Broadcasters Association
SD Cattlemen's Association
SD Fraternal Order or Police
SD Soybean Processors, LLC
SDAAE
Seed Exchange LLC
Sheree Christensen
Sheridan College
Sioux Nation Ag Centers of SD
Skinner Financial Services
Sleepy Hollow Farm
South Dakota Air National Guard
Southwest Minnesota State University
Susan Stoterau
Tara & Mark Beitelspacher
Terry Rieckman
Tractor Supply Company
Tracy & Brett Kaltvedt
Tri-State Neighbor
Univ. of NE, Nebraska College of Technical Ag
Wells Fargo Bank South Dakota
Western Dakota Technical Inst.
Wilbur-Ellis, Eric Miedema
Wilbur-Ellis, Matthew Richmond
Wilbur-Ellis, Brett Jens
Wilbur-Ellis, Scott Mattocks

Copper Sponsors ($100 to $249)
Aaron Johnson
Adee Honey Farms
Alcester-Hudson High School
Ali Blair
Alison Simon
Amanda Post
American News Farm Forum
Andy & Lisa Moon
Ashley & Tony Konechne
Bar JZ Ranches
Beresford High School
Bison High School
Blair Brothers LLC
Bob Bell
Boldt Farms
Bowdle High School
Brad Bies
Brad Bonhorst
Brad Ruden
Brian & Codi Mills
Bruce & Kim Paterson
Buffalo Ranch Supply
Candidus & Londa Nwadike
Cargill
Cattlecents Consulting, Inc.
Centerville High School
Central Dakota Guide Service
Chamberlain High School
CharLee Bachman
Charlie Hoffman
Chuck & Kathy Tollefson
Chuck & Val Sutton
Clark FFA
Cliff & Janet Sorum
Clint & Kiersten Sombke
Clyde Ford
Colleen Ball
Colman-Egan High School
Connor Powell
Cory Schrag
Craig Arbach
Craig Ostebee
Creekside Veterinary Clinic
Curtis Brudos
Dakota Ethanol, LLC
Dakota Layers, L.L.P.
Dakota Radio Group: KGFX, KOLY, KPLO, KMLO

Dakota Vision Ag, Inc.
Dan & Dixie Oedekoven
Dani Herring
Darrin & Michelle Olson
Dave Koupal
David Bogue
David Larson
David Spieker
De Smet FFA
DeJong Ranch
Dell Rapids FFA
Delwin Schmidt
De-Tye Vet Supply Inc.
Doland High School
Dry Creek Farm & Ranch
Duane & Ann Wulf
Duralite Mfg
Ed & Julie Mueller
Edmunds Central High School
Ethan High School
Etta & Mike Knuth
Everett Evers
Fall River Verterinary Clinic
Fiedler Farms, Inc.
First PREMIER Bank
Florence FFA
Frontier Mills Inc.
Gail Sperlich
Garretson High School
George Twitero, DVM
Gerri Eide
Glen Davis
Greg Endres
Greg Salmen
Gro Master, Inc.
Groton High School
Hansmeier  & Son, Inc.
Harding County FFA
Harding County High School
Heidi York
Henry & Paula Linke
Hot Springs High School
Hoven High School
Howe Seeds, Inc
Huron High School
Iroquois High School
J Ellen Design & Market
Jack Anderson
Jack's Campers
Jakober Limousin
James Odenbach
Jamie Krogstad
Jason & Ashley Frerichs
Jeff Vander Wilt
Jerry Cope
Jerry Schmitz
Jim & Ethel Kurtz
Jim Orris
Jim Woster
Jody Weiss
Joel & Julene DeRouchey
John Buboltz
John Lentz
John Olbertson
Jon & Miranda DeRouchey
Jon Verhelst
Jonathan Determan
Jones County High School
Jordan Ellie
Josh Hehn
Kevin & Amber Blagg
Kevin & Nichole Krier
Kevin & Jeanine Schnieders
Kimball High School
Kindra Gordon
Krecia & Donnie Leddy
Lake Preston High School
Lane Timm
Laura Lentsch
Lauren Gilbertson
Lavyne Rada
Lemmon High School
Lennox Sundstrom FFA
Liz Osterday
Lloyal Saugstad
Loehr Horse Care LLC
Lowell & Carol Hansen
Loy's Farrier Service
Maass Agronomic Services

Maria & Colton Buus
Mark & Susan Geib
Mary Jessen
Matt Tollefson
Melanie Koehlmoos
Micah Hansen
Midwest STIHL
Mike & Michelle Eichacker
Mike Huber
Mike Jaspers
Milbank High School
Miller High School
Misty Mattox
Mitchell High School
Monte & Ruth Mason
Montrose High School
NE Technical HS, Watertown Area FFA
Newell High School
Northern Electric Cooperative
Northern Hills Veterinary Clinic
Northern Plains Landscaping
Odden Cattle Company
Olivia Siglin
Parker High School
Parkston High School
Patty & Kevin Larson
Paul Dybedahl
Paulsen Marketing
Peterson Livestock
Phil Zimmerman
Platte-Geddes Community High School
Randy & Linnette Albers
Randy & Pam Walker
Rapid City FFA
Ray Krause
Red River Farm Network & Ag Information
Reddick Hereford Ranch
Richard & Joyce Vasgaard
Rick & Sandy Osterday
Robin  Burnley
Rodney Yost Horsemanship
Roger DeRouchey
Ronald Nelson
Rosemary Rounds
Sanborn Central High/Woonsocket FFA
Scotland High School
Scott Supply Co.
Scott Thompson
SD Florists Association
SD Society for Range Management
SD Walleye Charters
SDSU College of Education
Sharon Smeenk
Shawn Stoley
Shawn Weishaar
Sisseton High School
Sodak Gardens
Spencer Chase
Steve Masat
Steven Leheska
Stewart Charolais
Stout's Maines
Thomas Ranch
Tim & Val Wengler
Tim Brown
Todd & Barbara Powell
Tom & Karen Swan
Travis & Joleen Schuring
Travis Hoffman
Tyler Swan
Vander Wal Livestock
Vedvei Charolais
Viborg-Hurley FFA
Victor & Patty Beringer
Wall FFA
Wayne Fischer
Wayne Fuller
Webster FFA
Wes Hotchkiss
West Central FFA Alumni
Winner High School
Wyatt & Zana DeJong
Yankton High School
Zhimin Huang

Visit www.sdffafoundation.org to view donors contributing $1-$99

“FFA showed me it is okay to be 
myself and lead even when my 
friends go a different direction. It 
helped me learn not care what other 
people think about my involvement 
in the agricultural industry and 
know there are others out there with 
similar passions as me.”
Sheridan Deering, Wall FFA

"Getting  my blue jacket from 
sponsors has been a big honor and 
it helps me follow in my grandpa's 
footsteps. It is helping me pursue my 
goals in agriculture too."
Ethan Johnson, Hoven FFA 

“Sponsors provided us equipment 
to learn from in class. I understand 
Agricultural Mechanics tasks better 
because of them. Thank you.”
Dennis Creadon, Wilmot FFA
“One sponsor purchased beef and 
swine artificial insemination models 
for our Animal Science class. The 
beef model went hand in hand with 
what we do on my family’s ranch, 
and I love that others have a chance 
to learn and practice on the model.” 
Olivia Hadrick, Faulkton FFA

“I was awarded a scholarship for the 
FFA Leadership Retreat and got the 
opportunity to learn new skills, meet 
members across the state, and form 
new friendships.”
Norah Zubke, Webster FFA

"FFA taught me to focus on my 
accomplishments  while learning 
from my mistakes."
Chandler Benedict, Winner FFA

“When I joined, I was shy and 
refused to be in front of people, and 
now I have found my family, career 
path, and confidence. Agriculture 
has become a huge part of my life 
because of the amazing community 
and environment.”
Autum Wittstruck, Lennox FFA

We have three viable and renewable resources – youth, 
agriculture & leadership. The SD FFA Foundation builds 
all three. We not only form well-rounded leaders today, but 
the dynamic influencers of tomorrow:
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Name: Don Norton

Year Graduated High School: 1973

College: Western Illinois University, 
BA in Education, 1977 and MA 
Communications, 1992

Current Position: Honorary Illinois State 
FFA Degree recipient; Retiring as CEO of 
SDARL (South Dakota Agricultural and Rural Leadership 
Foundation), and continuing as a public speaker, trainer, 
and coach. 

What did you enjoy most about FFA? My high school did 
not have FFA, so I’ve experienced the benefits of working 
with FFA members through leadership education. As a 
professional communicator, I’ve frequently been asked 
to judge FFA leadership events, and have consistently 
been extremely impressed with participants’ level of 
preparation, delivery, and poise. I also witnessed Illinois 
State FFA Officers testify successfully before a legislative 
committee to increase state funding for ag education. 
That moment convinced me that FFA is undoubtedly an 
important program for young people to develop their 
skills as agriculturalists and leaders.

How did FFA contribute to your premier leadership?  
As CEO of agricultural leadership programs in two states, 
it is clear to me that students who come from an FFA 
background are the strongest candidates for advanced 
leadership programs. FFA students have a great start on 
further developing the skills, knowledge, and character of 
agricultural leaders.

What advice would you give FFA members today? 
Continue to grow throughout your lifetime as a person and 
as a leader! Step up and serve your community and your 
profession. As John Maxwell said, “Leadership is learned 
daily, not in a day.” 

Name: Lori Tonak

Home FFA Chapter: Clark FFA, 
Clark, SD	

Year Graduated High School: 1977

College: South Dakota State 
University: BS Agriculture Education, 
1981

Current Position: Instructor for the SD Center for Farm/
Ranch Management, Mitchell Technical College

What did you enjoy most about FFA? As I only spent 
one year as a member, my experiences are from my time 
as an FFA advisor. My biggest enjoyment was to see the 
members' growth in confidence and leadership from 
their first year of membership until graduation. Seeing 
a member who struggled academically excel at an FFA 
LDE/CDE is a close tie! Seeing past members giving back 
in the communities where they now reside also brings joy 
to my soul.

How did FFA contribute to your personal growth? As 
an instructor, the members taught me life can never 
be taken too seriously. The hardest working members I 
ever had always found time to have fun while we were 
working and traveling. Of course, the fun had to be within 
the boundaries of the advisor’s rules.

What advice would you give FFA members today?  Do 
not be afraid to take on a new challenge.  Breathe deeply 
when fear is overwhelming you and reach out for help 
from an advisor or a fellow member if you need to.  FFA 
is a family and people are there to support you!

Name: Glen Davis 

Home FFA Chapter: Glenville High 
School, Glenville, Minnesota

Year Graduated High School: 1968

College: South Dakota State 
University: Agricultural Education 
degree, 1972; SDSU Master of 
Education 1978

Current Position: CEO of Legend Seeds Inc., De Smet 
SD; founded Legend Seeds in 1990 with wife Janet. Prior 
to that, taught Vocational Agriculture for 12 years (two 
years in Colman and 10 years in De Smet) 

What did you enjoy most about FFA? As a student, 
the wide diversity of agriculture from judging teams, 
community projects to leadership opportunities and just 
the fun. As a teacher, the ability to see students develop 
life skills both in teamwork and individual achievements 
as well as production agriculture areas and leadership 
development.  

How did FFA contribute to your career success?  Working 
with a team, setting of goals and the management of 
projects (I had a swine project) along with practical skills 
in budgeting and planning. 

What advice would you give FFA members today?  Keep 
an open mind, take advantage of as many opportunities 
as you can. Be proud of your chapter, school, and 
community.  Set a goal of doing what you can to improve 
yourself as well as the projects you are involved with.

PREMIER LEADERSHIP PERSONAL GROWTH CAREER SUCCESS

FFA makes a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for...
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FFA Members: 5500

FFA Chapters: 109

Average size of chapters: 50 members

1 in 8 SD high school students is in FFA 

43% female - 57% male

GOALS FOR THE NEW YEAR
•	Provide $500 travel scholarships for all state CDE/

LDE champions for training and travel to national 
convention

•	Increase WLC scholarships
•	More Chapter Service Grants
•	Strengthen state convention “Living To Serve” project
•	Additional summer leadership retreat scholarships

•	Expand Ag Adventure Center exhibits
•	Grow FFA day at Rodeo Rapid City
•	Award 400+ FFA jackets
•	Provide additional ag college scholarships
•	Strengthen livestock show awards
•	Create specialized events that support our future ag 

producers

South Dakota FFA … we have a lot to be 
proud of.  We represent a mighty brand, 
and we have worked hard to honor it, grow 
it, and steward it for those who will follow 
in our footsteps. SD FFA members are 
poised, articulate, good young people 
who make our communities, state, and 
country a better place to live!  

The South Dakota FFA Foundation works 
passionately and quietly behind the scenes 
to empower South Dakota FFA members 
and agricultural education teachers 
through scholarships, leadership and 
career development events and activities, 
and professional networks that connect 
our stakeholders to opportunities. There 
is no other organization that promotes 
students the way we do. The role of the 
Foundation is simple – help grow SD’s 
greatest resource: its youth.

We’re proud of the work we’ve done. The 
question is, What’s the future worth?

Your personal gift will protect, grow, and 
strengthen the future of the SD FFA.


